MOSLEM SCHISMS AND SECT'S

of him by the Sunnites and the orthodox, Allah alone can
count them. Our sheikh abu-1-Hasan al-Ash'ari wrote
three books on the heresies of al-Nazzam. Al-KalanisI1
also wrote books and dissertations against him. The
Kadi abu-Bakr Muhammad ibn-abi-al-Taiyib al-Ash'ari
wrote a big book on some of the fundamental doctrines of
al-Nazzam. He has pointed out his errors in the book on
the heresies of the expositors. In this book of ours we
shall mention the most famous of al-Nazzam's heresies.

First of all we will take up his theory that Allah has not
116 the power to do to his worshippers that which is not to
their good. Nor does he consider Allah capable of taking
away a jot from the enjoyment of the people of paradise,
because their enjoyment is their just share, and the lessen-
ing of this share would therefore be injustice. Nor can
Allah increase the torment of those in hell a jot, nor take
a jot away from it. He also claims that Allah has not
the power to remove anyone from paradise, or to throw
into hell anyone who does not belong to the people of hell.
According to this view, he said that if a child stood at
the edge of hell, Allah would have no power to throw him
in, but the child could throw himself in, and the Zabaniyah2
can throw him in. To this he added that Allah could not
blind a person who has sight, nor give a disease to a healthy
one, nor impoverish a rich person, if he knows that sight
and health and wealth are for their good. In the same
way he cannot enrich a poor person, nor heal a sick one,
if he knows that disease and sickness and poverty are for
their good. To this he then added the view that Allah
could not create a snake or a scorpion, or a body of

1 An opponent of al-Ash'ari who died in 870.   Horten, ibid., p. 375.

2'Certain angels, the tormentors of the damned in hell; so-called
because of their thrusting the people of the fire thereinto. The angels
mentioned in the Koran Surah 66, v. 6.
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